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Lesson XXXV.

HOW SOIL IS MADE.

PART I.

1. TAKE up a handful of soil from any field or garden,
and look at it attentively. What is it made of ? You
see little pieces of crumbling stone, particles of sand
and clay, perhaps a few vegetable iibres; and the
whole soil lias a dark colour, from the decayed remains
of plants and animals diffused through it. ISTow let us
in the present Lesson try to learn how these different
materials have been brought together.

2. The crumbling away of hard stone with the lapse
of time is a common familiar fact. When a stone
building has stood for a few hundred years, the
smoothly dressed face which its walls received from
the mason is usually gone. The stones are worn into
holes and furrows, the carvings over window .and